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Executive Summary 

The following reports the findings of our analysis of the economic, fiscal, and developmental 

impacts of Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport on the North Texas economy. Long 

considered the economic engine of North Central Texas, DFW International Airport continues to 

generate a tremendous impact on the region through airport operations and on-going capital 

improvement programs, providing global connectivity to visitors and residents, and supporting 

business activities of air carriers, shippers, and others.  Among our key findings: 

 Recurring operations including airport operations, air carrier operations, visitor spending 

by passengers, concessionaires, tenants located on airport property, and business activity 

associated with air cargo shipments at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport supports 

$31.6 billion in annual regional economic activity in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan 

Area. 

 DFW International Airport directly or indirectly provides over 143,000 permanent jobs to 

North Texas residents paying in excess of $9.4 billion in annual wages, salaries, and 

benefits. 

 Air cargo operations at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport support $16.7 billion in 

regional economic activity each year. 

 Business activity and visitor spending associated with Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport operations generate more than $1.7 billion per year in revenue for state and local 

taxing jurisdictions. 

 Business tenants occupying facilities on Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 

property, not including concessionaires located in airport terminals, generate almost $1.6 

billion in regional economic activity each year.  However, this figure is growing as the 

airport attracts new businesses to locate in developments on airport property. 

 Over the past nine years, Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport has spent over $2.7 

billion for capital improvement projects at the airport generating over $5.8 billion in 

economic activity and supporting 42,400 person-years of employment.  Importantly, 

these projects continued even as the national economy faltered, helping to mitigate the 

impact of the Great Recession on the North Texas economy. 

 Based on conservative occupancy projections by Jones Lang LaSalle, the real estate 

development and management group, when all available airport property is developed, 

airport tenant businesses will be generating almost $18 billion per year in economic 

activity expressed in 2013 dollars.  This level of activity will provide over 127,000 

permanent jobs in the region.  While market forces will determine the timing of this 

development, it is expected that most of this growth in airport-related activities will occur 

over the next 25 years. 

 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport is a key driver of economic success for North Texas.  In 

an increasingly global economy, this critical component of the region’s transportation 

infrastructure supports business activity through easy access to markets around the world and 

enhances the quality of life for North Texas residents. 
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1. Introduction 

Long considered the economic engine of North Central Texas, Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport continues to generate a tremendous impact on the region through airport operations and 

on-going capital improvement programs, providing global connectivity to visitors and residents, 

and supporting business activities of air carriers, shippers, and others. In the following, we report 

the findings of our analysis of these impacts.  Specifically, this analysis includes the economic 

and fiscal impacts associated with several aspects of airport operations and capital improvement 

programs: 

 Airport capital spending from 2005 through 2013, 

 Recurring airport operations spending, 

 Concessionaire operations located in airport terminals plus car rental, 

 Air carrier operations, 

 Spending by visitors arriving in North Texas at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, 

 Business operations of airport tenants (not at terminals), 

 Business activities supported by air cargo operations moving through the airport, 

 Business operations of airport tenants occupying facilities to be developed on airport 

property in the future. 

Data for this analysis are provided by Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport staff, the U.S. 

Census Bureau, the Federal Aviation Administration, and other sources that will described in the 

following sections. The study area for this research project is the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan 

Statistical Area, which covers a 12-county region in North Central Texas (see Figure 1). Unless 

otherwise specified, spending and its 

related regional economic impacts are 

based on fiscal year data, which runs from 

October through September. 

Our analysis relies on the IMPLAN 

economic input-output model developed 

by MIG, Inc., which is widely used in 

academic and professional research.  The 

model tracks how spending flows through 

the economy and is categorized as direct, 

indirect, and induced impacts.  Direct 

impacts relate to the value of operations 

spending by the airport for supplies, 

materials, services, labor, and other 

spending.  For example, in a terminal 

construction project the airport’s direct 

spending would include hiring a 

construction contractor.  Indirect impacts 

capture associated upstream spending 

such as the construction contractor Figure 1. Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area 
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purchasing materials or hiring a bookkeeping service. Indirect impacts also include subsequent 

rounds of spending such as the bookkeeping service renting office space and hiring a janitorial 

service, which in turn purchases cleaning supplies. Induced impacts capture the effects of 

employees of all of these firms spending a portion of their earnings in the regional economy for 

goods and services.  At each round of spending the model adjusts for spending that leaves the 

region.  For example, jet fuel is not manufactured in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area; 

therefore, only a small portion of the price of the jet fuel accounting for local sales and 

distribution expenses are captured as impacting the regional economy. 

The IMPLAN model provides estimates of economic activity, value added, labor income, 

employment, property income, and indirect business taxes.  Economic activity, sometimes 

referred to as “output,” is essentially a measure of the value of transactions (spending). Value 

added is the increase in value of production or service activities and is analogous with gross 

domestic product. Labor income includes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to employees plus 

proprietors’ income. Employment is the number of headcount jobs created by the spending.  If 

the reported spending occurs over multiple years, such as the terminal improvement program, 

employment is expressed as person-years of employment.  A person-year of employment is one 

job lasting for one year. Property income includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate 

profits.  For example, if an airport employee spends a portion of their earnings to rent a house, 

that rent is property income for the landlord. Tax revenues are indirect property taxes; sales 

taxes; fees, licenses, and permits; and other sources of government revenues associated with 

indirect and induced spending.  Direct spending by DFW International Airport is tax-exempt. 

In the following sections we describe the assumptions, analysis, and findings of our examination 

of the impacts of capital spending and each operational category described above.  The final 

section offers overall conclusions regarding the economic, fiscal, and developmental impacts of 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport on the DFW Metroplex region. 

2. Impacts of Capital Improvement Program Spending 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport engages in 

a constant program of capital improvements 

ranging from the addition of administration and 

maintenance buildings to major projects such as 

constructing Terminal D and the currently-

underway terminal improvement program.  Even 

though there is rarely a time that some capital 

project is not underway at the airport, we treat these 

expenditures as non-recurring events.  When any 

given capital project is completed, such as a new 

operational control center, the spending for that 

project ceases and thus the economic impacts end.  Nonetheless, capital spending at Dallas-Fort 

Worth International Airport generates substantial regional economic benefits.   
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For Fiscal years 2005 through 2013 total capital spending at Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport was just over $2.7 billion.  This spending generated over $5.8 billion in regional 

economic activity, increased labor income by almost $2.6 billion, and supported over 42,400 

person-years of employment (see Table 2.1).  In addition, regional property income was 

increased by $617 million during this period and state and local taxing jurisdictions enjoyed 

$165.8 million in new revenues.  Importantly, these impacts will continue as the terminal 

improvement progress over the next several years. 

Table 2.1 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Capital Improvement Program Spending 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
2005-2013 

Description Impact 

Total Spending $ 2,701,438,000 

Output $ 5,820,902,000 

Value Added $ 3,369,818,000 

Labor Income* $ 2,590,600,000 

Employment (person years) 42,432 

Property Income $     617,413,000 

Indirect State and Local Taxes*** $     165,799,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 

In assessing the impacts of capital expenditures at Dallas-Fort 

Worth International Airport over the past several years it is 

important to consider the economic context of these impacts.  

Much of this spending occurred during the Great Recession and 

the slow economic recovery after the recession ended in 2009.  

At a time when the region was losing jobs, DFW International 

Airport was supporting an average of almost 5,000 jobs each 

year through its capital improvement program. 

3. Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Recurring Operations 

Assessing the recurring annual impacts of Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport includes 

multiple component analyses that examine the impacts of operational spending by the airport, the 

impacts of commercial carrier operations, sales by airport concessionaires, business activities of 

airport tenants, and the commercial activities of businesses in the region shipping air cargo 

through the airport.  It is these activities that combined make Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport the economic engine of the DFW Metroplex. 
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A. Airport Operations 

Airport operations spending includes non-capital 

spending for facility repairs and maintenance; 

utilities; salaries, wages, and benefits for 

employees; spending for operational support; and 

other recurring spending.  Estimates for these 

expenditures are based on operating budgets and 

estimates of total fiscal year spending for 2013, 

which ended in September 2013.  Given the 

timing of the budget reports used for this analysis, 

it is unlikely that there would be meaningful 

budget variances affecting the estimates of total 

annual spending.  Based on the IMPLAN economic input-output model, operational expenditures 

by Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport generates over $855 million in annual economic 

activity in the region supporting over 8,200 direct, indirect, and induced jobs that pay a 

combined $362 million in salaries, wages, and 

benefits (see Table 3.1).  The economic 

activity generated by airport operational 

spending raises gross area product by $467.5 

million.  In addition, there is a $75 million 

annual increase in property income in the form 

of rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate 

profits.  The indirect and induced business 

activity associated with airport operations 

spending generates about $30 million each 

year in state and local tax revenues.  

 

Table 3.1 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Operational Spending 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
Fiscal Year 2013 

Description Impact 

Economic Activity $ 855,571,000 

Value Added $ 467,503,000 

Labor Income* $ 362,051,000 

Employment (jobs) 8,215 

Property Income** $   75,110,000 

Indirect State and Local Taxes*** $   30,129,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 
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B. Commercial Airlines Operations 

This component of the analysis captures the economic activity generated by commercial air 

carriers with passenger operations at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  It also includes air 

cargo operations by these carriers.  These airlines are shown in Table 3.2. 

 

Based on issued parking credentials reported by the airport, commercial air carriers operating at 

the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport directly employ over 16,000 individuals.  Using 

these data we can estimate the commercial airlines’ combined economic impact.  The IMPLAN 

model provides estimates of revenue and employee compensation based on known national 

employment trends.  For any given firm, the relationship between the number of employees and 

revenue may vary within an industry accounting for relative productivity and other factors 

among the firms.  However, it is reasonable to assume that across several firms/carriers these 

differences average out, and we can use total combined employment to provide a reasonable 

estimate of the related direct business activity required to provide these jobs. 

The level of employment supported by commercial 

airline operations at Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport creates more than $10.1 billion in direct, indirect, 

and induced economic activity in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

Metropolitan Area (see Table 3.3).  This level of activity 

supports almost 40,000 permanent jobs that pay in excess 

of $3.1 billion in salaries, wages, and benefits.  Property 

income is boosted by about $1.4 billion each year while 

state and local taxing jurisdictions enjoy $657 million in 

annual revenue associated with commercial airline operations at Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport. 

Table 3.2 
Commercial Air Carriers with Passenger Operations 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 

 

Aerovias de Mexico JetBlue Airways 

Alaska Airlines  KLM Royal Dutch 

American Airlines Korean Air Lines 

American Eagle Airlines Sun Country 

British Airways Qantas Airways  

Delta Air Lines Spirit Airline 

Deutsche Lufthansa  TACA Int’l Airlines  

Emirates US Airways 

Express Jet Airlines United Air Lines 

Frontier Airlines Virgin America 

Source: DFW International Airport 
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Table 3.3 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Commercial Air Carrier Operations 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport  
Fiscal Year 2013 

Description Impact 

Economic Activity $ 10,133,228,000 

Value Added $   5,277,595,000 

Labor Income $   3,111,954,000 

Employment (jobs) 39,875 

Property Income $   1,460,205,000 

Indirect State and Local Taxes $      657,003,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 

 

C. Concession Sales Impacts 

Concession sales include spending that occurs 

in restaurants, retail shops (including duty 

free), currency exchange, personal services, 

and car rentals in terminals and on airport 

grounds.  Since many of these sales are taxable 

purchases by visitors, the following table 

includes an estimate of direct sales taxes.  

Airport staff provided data used for this 

analysis.  Concessionaire sales are adjusted to 

not include estimated spending by Dallas-Fort 

Worth area residents.  For example, we 

assumed that about 20% of car rentals at Dallas 

Fort Worth International Airport are locally-based customers.  We treat spending by area 

residents as substitute spending, meaning that the spending would have occurred in the region 

regardless of the presence of the airport and therefore does not add to the region’s economy. 

The IMPLAN model also makes a very important adjustment to retail sales expenditures.  Since 

many, if not most, of the goods sold in terminal retail locations are not produced locally, the 

model only accounts for trade margins in estimating local economic impacts.  For example, the 

retail price of a bottle of Kentucky bourbon sold at a duty-free shop in Terminal D includes the 

cost of the product, shipping costs, and fixed and variable selling costs (store utilities, rent, labor 

costs, and other expenses).  However, none of the cost of the product and only a small portion of 

the transportation costs actually support economic activity in the DFW region.  Therefore, it is 

retail margins that support local economic activity.  This approach is not required for sales at 

restaurants, bars, salons and other personal services, and currency conversion services. 
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Total concession sales at Dallas Fort Worth 

International Airport, including car rentals, is about 

$450 million annually.  These sales create $720 

million in regional economic activity, support more 

than 6,100 permanent jobs, and boost regional labor 

income by almost $272 million each year (see 

Table 3.4).  The level of economic activity also 

increases area property income in the form of rents, 

royalties, dividends, and corporate profits by $115 

million per year.  Direct sales and use taxes on 

concession sales at Dallas Fort Worth International 

Airport generate $21.2 million in annual revenue for state and local taxing jurisdictions, plus an 

additional $50.8 million in indirect taxes for a total fiscal impact of $73 million to state and local 

government entities. 

Table 3.4 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Concessionaire Sales 

Dallas Fort Worth International Airport 
Fiscal Year 2013 

Description Impact 

Economic Activity $    720,576,000 

Value Added $    411,120,000 

Labor Income $    271,547,000 

Employment 6,106 

Property Income $    115,216,000 

  Direct State and Local Taxes $      21,202,000 

  Indirect State and Local Taxes $      50,855,000 

Total State and Local Taxes $      72,057,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 

 

D. Visitor Spending 

This component captures the economic activity of visitor 

spending away from the airport.  It does include visitor 

spending at the hotels located on airport grounds.  We 

based our visitor spending estimates on a 2011 study 

conducted for Houston area airports that include visitor 

spending surveys, which are not a part of this study.
1
  The 

table below shows per capita visitor spending estimates 

that have been adjusted for inflation using data from the 

                                                 
1
 Data from the Houston study, which was released in June 2011 and conducted by GRA, Inc., were provided by 

representatives of the Economic Development Research (EDR) Group as a part of a study being conducted for 
Dallas Fort Worth International Airport’s international marketing division. 
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U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis to reflect current year pricing.  Airport staff provided 

destination passenger counts – versus passengers passing through Dallas-Fort Worth 

International Airport making flight connections – used in this analysis.  Our estimated 

destination visitor count for FY2013 at Dallas-

Fort Worth International Airport is almost 6.4 

million visitors.  Of these visitors, 28% are 

assumed to be business travelers or international 

travelers, with the remainder being domestic 

leisure travelers, based on the findings of the 

Houston survey.  As shown in Table 3.5, 

business and international travelers tend to have 

much higher spending profiles compared to 

domestic leisure travelers.  Keep in mind, these 

are average expenditure estimates across all 

travelers within a category.  It is unlikely that a leisure visitor will find lodging in the DFW 

market for $18.17 per person.  This spending per person includes those visitors who will lodge 

with local family and friends during their stay. 

Table 3.5 
Per Capita Visitor Spending by Passengers Arriving at DFW International Airport 
Category Business/International Travelers Leisure Travelers 

Lodging $ 113.78 $ 18.17 

Food/beverage $ 50.82 $ 33.53 

Entertainment $ 5.64 $ 8.70 

Shopping $ 5.64 $ 11.23 

Transportation* $ 98.82 $ 47.24 

Other $ 8.47 $ 2.53 
* When the impacts are modeled, transportation spending, which does not include airfares, is adjusted to prevent double 
counting car rentals captured as concession spending. 

 

Total annual spending by visitors to the Dallas Fort Worth metro area 

arriving at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport is almost $895 

million creating about $1.6 billion in regional economic activity (see 

Table 3.6).  This level of activity supports over 15,600 regional jobs 

boosting labor income by $648 million.  In addition, property income 

from rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits rise by $238 

million each year due to visitor spending.  Total taxes enjoyed by 

state and local jurisdictions associated with this visitor spending is over $178 million per year 

including hotel occupancy taxes, sales and use taxes, fees for permits and licenses, and other 

revenue sources. 
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Table 3.6 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Visitor Spending 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
FY 2013 

Description Impact 

Total Spending $    894,633,000 

Economic Activity $ 1,568,695,000 

Value Added $    974,547,000 

Labor Income $    647,644,000 

Employment 15,660 

Property Income $     238,291,000 

Direct State and Local Taxes $       93,647,000 

Indirect State and Local Taxes $       84,584,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 

 

E. Business Activities of Airport Tenants 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport currently hosts 

dozens of companies on airport grounds.  These include 

air cargo/courier operators, third party logistics services 

providers, freight forwarders, warehouse services, ground 

transportation services, customs brokers, government 

agencies, and sales and support offices for a wide range of 

other businesses.  Among the larger tenants are well 

known companies such as Aviall, Dallas Cowboys 

Merchandising, FedEx, UPS, Simmons Manufacturing, 

CAE Simuflight, Broder Brothers, DHL, KidKraft, and 

many others.   

 

Based on estimates of the number of employees at these firms, we 

estimate the regional economic impacts of their business 

activities.  As noted previously, the IMPLAN model includes the 

ability to estimate firm sales based on an employee headcount, 

which comes from average industry practices as reported to the 

US Census Bureau and Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Employee 

count estimates come from multiple third-party data services such 

as Hoovers and Reference USA.  If no estimates of direct 

employment were available from these sources, we estimated the 

number of employees based on the square foot of rented space the 

Figure 2. Composite Technology, Inc. 

Figure 3. Dallas Cowboys 
Merchandising 
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business occupies using comparisons with similar businesses.  Employment counts do not 

include commercial airline or airport employees counted in previous components of this analysis.  

This analysis does not include firms engaged in natural gas drilling activities on airport grounds 

since those activities are not related to airport or air transportation services operations. 

 

Based on our estimates, business tenants located on airport grounds 

directly support over 6,400 jobs across several industries.  These 

businesses boost regional economic activity by almost $1.6 billion, 

supporting over 10,800 permanent jobs that pay $574 million in annual 

salaries, wages, and benefits (see Table 3.7).  Property income impacts 

total $283.5 million, while state and local taxing jurisdictions enjoy 

$66.5 million in additional annual revenue.  

 

Table 3.7 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Business Activities by Airport Tenants 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
FY2013 

Description Impact 

Economic Activity $    1,580,830,000 

Value Added $       927,062,000 

Labor Income $       574,470,000 

Employment 10,821 

Property Income $       283,521,000 

Indirect State and Local Taxes $         66,532,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 

 

F. Regional Business Impacts of Air Cargo 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport supports regional 

business activity by facilitating the movement of goods in 

domestic and international markets.  Without the presence 

of DFW International Airport, these businesses would 

have to relocate or could not participate in air cargo-

supported business activities.  Due to its relative expense, 

air cargo is typically reserved for higher value 

commodities such electronic devices and components, 

and some equipment and machinery.  This trade also 

Figure 4. Availl 
Headquarters 

Figure 5. West Cargo 
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includes agricultural products and food stuffs shipped in for local consumption.  The impact of 

the international trade component of air cargo operations at Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport can be found in a recently-completed report prepared by the Economic Development 

Research (EDR) Group.  We utilized the findings of that analysis to estimate business activities 

in the region associated with total (international and domestic) cargo operations passing through 

DFW International Airport. 

It should be noted that previous estimates of the 

regional economic impacts of Dallas-Fort Worth 

International Airport did not include this research 

component.  Therefore, the findings of this analysis 

are not directly comparable to previous research 

findings.  However, some other airports, such as 

Atlanta’s Hartsfield Airport and Denver International, 

have started including this type of impact, and, 

therefore, we add it here for comparability. 

To obtain the domestic component of air cargo 

impacts, we examined total freight handling data 

for Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  For 

the twelve month period ending in July 2013, the 

most recent data available, total air cargo tonnage 

at the airport was 654,108 tons.  Of this total 51.2 

percent (334,656 tons) was domestic shipments 

and 48.8 percent (319,452) was international 

trade.  We then applied this relative proportion to 

the impacts of the international trade as calculated 

by EDR with two adjustments to obtain an 

estimate for domestic air cargo impacts.  The first adjustment reflects 2013 shipment volume 

changes to the 2012 data used by EDR.  The second adjustment reduces the impact of domestic 

air cargo by 15% to account for the assumed lower value of domestic versus international 

cargoes.  The result indicates the tremendous impact on regional business activity supported by 

air cargo operations passing through Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport. 

Business activities in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

Metropolitan Area supported by air cargo moving 

through Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 

generates $16.7 billion in total annual economic 

activity (see Table 3.8).  This level of activity 

supports over 62,000 regional jobs that increase 

total labor income by $4.4 billion.  Property 

income gains total $3 billion from air-cargo related 

business activities and state and local tax revenues 

get a $705 million annual boost. 
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Table 3.8 
Regional Economic Impacts of Business Activity Support by Air Cargo Operations 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
FY 2013 

Description Impact 

Economic Activity $    16,745,766,000 

Value Added* $      9,820,387,909 

Labor Income $      4,448,815,000 

Employment 62,412 

Property Income* $      3,003,344,113 

Indirect State and Local Taxes* $         704,774,922 
* The estimates for Value Added, Property Income, and Indirect State and Local Taxes are authors’ estimates based on 
proportional multipliers from the IMPLAN model.  At the time of this analysis we did not possess the detailed data used by EDR 
to independently assess the impacts of modeled business activity. 

 

G. Total Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Recurring Operations 

Table 3.9 summarizes the economic and fiscal impacts reported above.  Recurring operations at 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport directly or indirectly generates $31.6 billion in regional 

economic activity that supports over 143,000 jobs in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area.  

These jobs create $9.4 billion in annual salaries, wages, and benefits.  In addition, there is a $5.2 

billion boost to regional property income in the form of rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate 

profits each year.  As a public entity, Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport does not directly 

pay taxes; however, the airport’s business activities generate substantial indirect taxes and fees 

for state and local jurisdictions totaling almost $1.6 billion annually.  In addition, visitor 

spending for concessions and travel related expenses boost state and local tax revenues by an 

additional $115 million each year for a total annual fiscal impact of $1.7 billion. 

Table 3.9 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Recurring Operations and Related Business Activities 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 
Fiscal Year 2013 

Description  

Economic Activity $  31,604,666,000 

Value Added $  17,878,215,000 

Labor Income* $    9,416,481,000 

Employment 143,089 

Property Income** $    5,175,687,000 

Total State and Local Taxes*** $    1,708,727,000 

    Direct State and Local Taxes*** $       114,849,000 

    Indirect State and Local Taxes*** $    1,593,878,000 
* Includes salaries, wages, and benefits.  ** Includes rents, royalties, dividends, and corporate profits.  *** Includes sales taxes, 
property taxes, fees for licenses and permits, and other revenue sources. 
Sources:  DFW International Airport, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates 
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4. Future Development on Airport Land 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport has 

several thousand acres of property available for 

future development. In this section of the report 

we assess the potential additional economic and 

fiscal impacts that would attend the 

development of these properties. For planning 

purposes, these available properties are 

segmented by location, each of which offers 

somewhat different development opportunities.  

Based on a 2011 report prepared by Jones Lang 

LaSalle (JLL), the commercial real estate 

management and consulting firm, the potential uses include retail, dining, offices, hotels, and 

industrial business activities.  Table 4.1 below summarizes the assumed potential development 

by district, which are shown by location in Figure 7. 

Table 4.1 
Potential Development by Type of District 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 

Area 

Total 

Acres 

Usable 

Acres 

Retail 

(ft
2
) 

Restaurant 

(ft
2
) 

Office 

(ft
2
) 

Hotel 

(Rooms) 

Industrial 

(ft
2
) 

1: Southgate Plaza 32.7 26 11,360  20,600  303,000  530        -    

2: Founders Plaza 83.4 44.4 64,500  101,900  198,000  120  92,000  

3: Coppell Freeway 

Commercial 72 52.9 64,000  26,000     -    240  357,000  

4: Northwest Logistics 199.7 177.5 46,000     -       -         -    2,600,000  

5: Southwest Cargo 32.3 32.3   -      -     -         -    395,000  

6: Beltline TOD 128.1 71.7 166,300  58,300  52  580       -    

7: North Entertainment 1031.8 641 870,000  100,000  2,100,000  2,400    -    

8: Coppell Industrial 157.8 148.2 60,000    -      -       -    2,555,000  

9: East Air Cargo 238.3 238.2     -      -      -       -    1,649,000  

10: Passport Park 622 525 559,000  470,000  2,962,992  540  4,597,000  

11: West Grapevine 269.6 174.5 73,000  70,000  915,000   -    1,845,000  

12: Bear Creek 891.9 318.7  107  110,000  2,880,000   -        -    

13: Walnut Hill 252.1 233.3                -                  -                   -             -    3,605,000  

Totals 4,012  2,684  1,914,267  956,800  9,359,044  4,410  17,695,000  

Source:  Jones Lang LaSalle 

 

  

Figure 6. Southgate Plaza 
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Figure 7. 2013 Undeveloped Land Use Acreage Map 
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Area 6, located on the east side of the airport property, offers a unique development opportunity 

and highlights a future service advantage for Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  In 2014, 

Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) light rail transit will start directly serving the airport via the 

Orange Line (see Figure 8).  Though not 

explicitly included in this analysis, having a 

direct connection to public transportation 

services will boost the Metroplex’s ability to 

attract major business and sporting events 

augmenting the airport’s economic impacts on 

the region.  It also allows for the development of 

Transit Oriented Development (TOD), high 

density, mixed urban land uses on airport 

property providing hotel, office, and retail uses 

that will serve visitors and area residents.   

The JLL study offers several key assumptions 

and findings useful in assessing the potential 

economic and fiscal impacts of these proposed developments including: 

 Business revenue for restaurant land uses will range from $300 per square foot to $350 

per square foot depending on the type of restaurant and location. 

 Revenue per hotel room will range from $100 to $150 per night. 

 In addition to the land uses shown, District 7 also includes the development of an 

amusement park. 

 Jones Lang LaSalle conservatively estimates that direct local sales and property taxes 

associated with the assumed development will be $230.8 million per year at full 

development.  

In estimating the total economic and fiscal impacts of this future development, we made 

additional assumptions regarding business activities within the districts: 

 Impact estimates are based on full development. 

 Total hotel revenues assume an average occupancy rate of 70% 

 Office use impacts are based on the assumptions of one direct employee per 300 square 

feet of office space.  The relevant industry is modeled as “general business 

administration” activities, which likely understates the full potential impacts. 

 Industrial space is assumed to be distribution and warehousing uses, though it is likely 

that some other light industrial uses may locate on available properties.  This means that 

our estimates potentially understate the total economic impact of future development on 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport property. 

 

In addition to current economic activity associated with Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, 

the continuing development of airport property has the potential to create billions in regional 

economic activity.  Based on the assumptions described above, the development of the property 

as described in the JLL report will be supporting business activities generating almost $18 billion 

in new annual regional economic activity at full development (see Table 4.2).  This activity will 

Figure 8. DART Orange Line 
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create $7.6 billion in new labor income by supporting over 127,600 direct, indirect, and induced 

jobs and add almost $420 million to revenues realized by state and local taxing entities each 

year. 

Table 4.2 
Recurring Annual Economic and Fiscal Impacts 

Future Development of Airport Property 
Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport 

(at full development) 
Description Impact 

Output $ 17,981,736,000 

Value Added $ 10,802,513,000 

Labor Income $   7,604,199,000 

Employment 127,634 

Property Income $   2,565,176,000 

Total Direct and Indirect Local Taxes $      419,589,000 
Sources:  Jones Lang LaSalle, IMPLAN, authors’ estimates. 

5. Conclusions 

Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport remains one of the key generators of economic activity 

in North Central Texas.  Creating or supporting $31.6 billion in annual economic activity in the 

region clearly demonstrates that virtually every local industry is touched in some fashion by air 

transportation services available at Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  These impacts are 

tied to commercial airline operations, business visitors and tourism, cargo operations and related 

business activities, and other activities on airport grounds.   

Importantly, the airport engages in a constant flow of capital improvement projects from 

improving parking facilities to major terminal renovation projects.  These capital projects have 

separately generated over $5.8 billion in regional economic activity for Fiscal Years 2005 

through 2013 supporting over 42,000 person-years of employment over this period.  These 

projects are making Dallas-Fort Worth 

International Airport an even more important 

contributor to regional economic activity.  

Moreover, the regional economic benefits of the 

airport’s capital improvement program helped 

sustain the DFW economy during the Great 

Recession by supporting hundreds of jobs to area 

residents. 

The impacts of Dallas-Fort Worth International 

Airport will continue to grow.  As noted above, 

have on-site connections to one of the nation’s largest transit rail systems will make the airport’s 

service area more attractive to meeting planners and enhance visitor convenience.  In addition, 

the airport continues to expand its global reach of direct services.  At the time this report is being 
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written, Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport and American Airlines have announced new 

direct services to Hong Kong and Shanghai starting in 2014.  This will attract new passengers 

making connections from U.S. east coast airports (with their concession spending) and enhance 

business development opportunities for the Metroplex.  It is reasonable to expect that direct 

service to these two major Chinese markets will spark growth in business travel and air cargo 

movements creating substantial new economic opportunities for Dallas-Fort Worth area 

businesses. 

Economically, Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport stands among the biggest and best 

airports in the nation in its economic contributions to its host region.  With its on-going capital 

improvements and focus on traveler convenience and air carrier success, the airport’s impacts 

will continue to grow and will pave the way for the Dallas-Fort Worth economy to effectively 

compete in a global marketplace. 

 


